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The Sydney Harbour Bridge

The Sydney Harbour Bridge is an iconic image of Australia. It is approximately 1.2 kilometres long, 134m high and 49m wide, the widest bridge in the world until 2012. Today the Sydney Harbour Bridge is used for transportation and carries train lines, cars, buses, bicycles and pedestrians from the Central Business District (CBD) of Sydney to the North Shore. 


Plans for the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge began as early as the initial colonisation of Australia. As the settlement at Sydney Cove grew and expanded, it was apparent that the colony could not readily expand to the north, due to the separation by sea. Convict and architect, Francis Greenway first developed the idea and plans for Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1815; however they were never put into action. During this time, to get to the North Shore, people would have to catch a ferry or travel around the head of Sydney Harbour by road. It took over a century for the construction of Sydney Harbour Bridge to commence. Plans proposed by Doctor John Bradfield would see a steel through arch bridge span from Dawes Point (near the Sydney CBD) on the south side of the harbour to Milsons Point on the north side of the Harbour. The plans for Sydney Harbour Bridge were accepted during 1913; however construction was put on hold due to the outbreak of World War I.


The Construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge commenced during April 1923. This had a huge impact on Australia during the 1930’s. As Australia was suffering the consequences of the Great Depression, the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge created and provided a huge volume of jobs for the unemployed. This gave many workers a job and enough income to support their families during these tough times. It is because of this, the Sydney Harbour Bridge was given the nickname, ‘The Iron Lung’. 


The Sydney Harbour Bridge was officially opened on the 19th of March 1932 during the midst of the Great Depression. Many opening celebrations were organised by the ‘Citizens of Sydney Organising Committee’, which was predominately made up of men and politicians. The celebrations included a range of decorated floats, a procession of passenger ships floating below the bridge and a Venetian Carnival. These festivities had a great impact on Australia at the time. The celebrations were able to bring the people together to celebrate. They were designed to make people ‘let go’ and have a little fun. The celebrations were also to help detract from people’s dull, everyday lives and to also let them forget about the hardship they were facing during the time of the Great Depression.


After the Sydney Harbour Bridge was opened, it had a huge impact on Australia during the 1930’s. The Sydney CBD and North Shore were finally unified and an easy way of travelling between both was created. This opened up a whole new way of travelling around Sydney. Roads, pedestrian walkways and train lines were all built on the bridge to help with travel. The completion f the Sydney Harbour Bridge also open new opportunities for housing on the north shore. The Sydney Harbour Bridge also impacted on Australia during the 1930’s as it became a national icon of Australia and showed the rest of the world what Australia was capable of. These impacts have continued even today.

The construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge heavily impacted Australia during the 1930’s as well as today.




COMMENTARY MANUAL

Symbolism 

The focus on the Bridge at times of national and local celebrations keeps it in the public eye and evokes memories of the opening ceremony in 1932. 
Nationally, it was seen as a symbol of modernity and industrial maturity. The maximum use of Australian materials and labour in its construction was a vital requirement during the tendering period. Built at a time when Australia relied heavily on primary export, it was evidence of the nation’s growing technological prowess. 
Internationally, the Bridge was seen as a great achievement at the time of worldwide economic depression. Its fame was reinforced by constant references in the British press (often portrayed as a triumph of British engineering). 
The City Railway construction lasted 10 years and employed more people, but there was no pride and affection with working on the railway. The Bridge, however, gives people a sense of awe and pride, especially if they worked on it. 
Expressions of the Bridge’s symbolic role range from representations of the Bridge on souvenirs, in cartoons, on T-shirts, to its appearance in paintings, photography and film. 

Significance 

Significance of the Sydney Harbour Bridge 

The Sydney Harbour Bridge (SHB) is an Australian icon recognized both domestically and internationally. It represents a rich variety of cultural and symbolic values for Sydney and the Australian community at large


The combination of the dramatic engineering of the SHB and natural landforms of Sydney Harbour provide a memorable visual impact. 
The SHB was a world class feat of engineering when it was completed in 1932 and is a major contribution to the development of Sydney’s transport system. It provides evidence for social history in the technical achievements and working conditions of the 1930s, and has an ongoing importance as a focus for local and national celebration. 

Historical Significance 

• The Bridge is the link that promoted the development of the North Shore. 

• The Bridge became the focus for political tensions as exemplified by the De Groot incident. 

• It is Dr Bradfield’s crowning achievement, to which he devoted more than half of his working life. The credit for the realization of the Bridge is also due to the contractors Dorman Long and to the English engineer, Sir Ralph Freeman. It was Freeman’s finest bridge but his contribution was marred by the famous dispute with Bradfield over who was the designer. 

• Along with the city railway system, the Sydney Harbour Bridge is the most important event in the development of Sydney’s transport system and has been in continuous use for over 78 years. 

• Evidence of 1920’s and 1930’s working conditions can still be appreciated and stand in harsh contrast to the safety standards of today. 

• It was the major public work of the time, representing a substantial investment by the taxpayers of NSW. 

• It was nicknamed ‘The Iron Lung’ as it kept so many people employed and alive during the Great Depression. The Great Depression began in 1929 and reached its peak in mid 1932 when almost thirty-two per cent of Australians were out of work. 

• Prior to the 1932 opening of the Bridge there was on average 75 ferries an hour between the Southern and Northern shores. By 1904 they were carrying approximately 19 million passengers per year, reaching a peak of 47 million in 1927. After 1932 this figure fell to below 20 million. 



The Workers On the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
The Number of Workers on the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
The combination of the dramatic engineering of the SHB and natural landforms of Sydney Harbour provide a memorable visual impact. 
The SHB was a world class feat of engineering when it was completed in 1932 and is a major contribution to the development of Sydney’s transport system. It provides evidence for social history in the technical achievements and working conditions of the 1930s, and has an ongoing importance as a focus for local and national celebration. 

Historical Significance 

• The Bridge is the link that promoted the development of the North Shore. 

• The Bridge became the focus for political tensions as exemplified by the De Groot incident. 

• It is Dr Bradfield’s crowning achievement, to which he devoted more than half of his working life. The credit for the realization of the Bridge is also due to the contractors Dorman Long and to the English engineer, Sir Ralph Freeman. It was Freeman’s finest bridge but his contribution was marred by the famous dispute with Bradfield over who was the designer. 

• Along with the city railway system, the Sydney Harbour Bridge is the most important event in the development of Sydney’s transport system and has been in continuous use for over 78 years. 

• Evidence of 1920’s and 1930’s working conditions can still be appreciated and stand in harsh contrast to the safety standards of today. 

• It was the major public work of the time, representing a substantial investment by the taxpayers of NSW. 

• It was nicknamed ‘The Iron Lung’ as it kept so many people employed and alive during the Great Depression. The Great Depression began in 1929 and reached its peak in mid 1932 when almost thirty-two per cent of Australians were out of work. 

• Prior to the 1932 opening of the Bridge there was on average 75 ferries an hour between the Southern and Northern shores. By 1904 they were carrying approximately 19 million passengers per year, reaching a peak of 47 million in 1927. After 1932 this figure fell to below 20 million. 



Launch of the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
Children’s Day Celebrations 

On 16 March 1932, 3 days before the official opening 52,000 school children from schools all over NSW marched across the bridge in celebration of its completion. 

The Crowds 

Against the background of the Depression, the community’s response to and involvement in the opening celebrations of the Sydney Harbour Bridge on Saturday 19th March 1932, was spectacular (the day had been proclaimed a Public Holiday by the State Government). Remarkable crowds (estimated between 300,000-1 million people) lined the city and Harbour foreshores. Few other events in NSW, before or since, have achieved such participation and publicity, both within and outside the State. 
One report says, one million people took part in the celebrations. It was very much an event worthy of the completion of what was generally then regarded as, “The grandest bridge not only in the British Empire, but in the whole world”. 

Police reports suggest that the crime rate in Victoria plummeted to virtually zero as most of the petty criminals headed for Sydney. It was thought that there were good pickings to be had both for pickpockets and burglars as many homes would be empty with the occupants attending the opening ceremony. 


The Ceremony 

The ceremony commenced at 10 am on the southern approach to the Bridge, opposite the Sydney Observatory. 

After an appropriate round of speeches, including the reading of a special message from King George V, read by the Governor of NSW, Sir Phillip Game, the NSW Premier; the Hon John T Lang officially cut the ribbon with a pair of jewel-encrusted gold plated scissors and declared the Sydney Harbour Bridge, open.

Sir Phillip Game reading the message from King George V. 
At the Summit, a ribbon in the centre of the Bridge was severed and fell on either side of the decking while airplanes dipped to the top of the Arch in salute. The official party then motored across the Bridge to the Northern Pylons where a second ribbon was cut by the Mayor of North Sydney (Alderman H L Primrose) to signify entry into the Northern Suburbs. 

The opening proceedings were broadcast direct throughout Australia, as well as to Great Britain and America; such was the significance of the occasion. The Governor General, the Lieutenant- Governor and the Prime Minister were among the high-ranking dignitaries present. 


The Procession 

The procession was interspersed with various marching bands and also comprised of 27 motorised floats; groups of war veterans; boy scouts; 626 children; and 100 bridge workers. It took approximately 35 minutes for the two kilometre long assemblage to cover the eight-mile route, through the city streets and across the newly opened road deck. 

The vast cavalcade of decorated floats represented various aspects of Australian history, trade, industry, agriculture and learning. Among the huge number of marching groups and bands were representatives of Aboriginal Australia, the returned servicemen and also lady lifesavers. The pageant was of surprising size and quality, considering the economic depression of the time.

The procession was assembled at Macquarie Street and Queens Square where it then proceeded along College, Park and York Streets before crossing the bridge towards the Pacific Highway on the northern side. Once on the north side of the harbour it followed a course where it traversed Blue and Miller Streets before once again re- crossing the bridge where it eventually dispersed. 
At the same time as the pageant crossed the Bridge a cavalcade of assorted watercraft passed under the bridge from west to east. 
Leading this armada was the P&O. R.M.S. ‘Maloja’ followed by the Orient lines R.M.S. ‘Orford’. Others in line astern were Nieuw Zeeland, S.S Kitano Maru, S.S. Moreton Bay, M.S. Viminale. The German S.S. Stasfurt and the Adelaide based ship the M.V. Manunda. These bigger vessels headed a flotilla of over 70 one-class sailing vessels. 
3.5 Public Access 
After the pageant had passed, the public swarmed across the Bridge roadway, rail tracks, tram tracks and footpaths. Vehicular traffic did not ‘take over’ the main deck until midnight. 
The public walk across the deck was an event not repeated until the Bridge’s 50th anniversary in 1982. Some enthusiastic spectators on the day celebrated by unofficially climbing up the Arch - a preview of BridgeClimb, inaugurated 66 years later in October 1998. One particular young boy and his father were chased all the way over the Arch by the Police who called out to them to come down. 
One individual story of the day tells of the infamous Bea Miles, (a Sydney eccentric 1902-1973), who tried to drag a tram driver out of his cabin so that she could drive the tram over the Bridge. 


Ancillary Events 

The Opening Day also featured a procession of ocean liners and other vessels from various nations passing under the Bridge from west to east, a display of speed launch manoeuvres and an aerial display by the Royal Australian Air Force. 

The evening saw a Venetian Carnival on the Harbour boasting a “feast of lanterns” as well as a spectacular fireworks display. The Bridge was floodlit from warships in the harbour and major buildings in the city were also floodlit, some with specially designed motifs to mark the occasion. A grand concert led by the NSW Associated Male Choirs was held in Sydney Town Hall. All other theatres in the city also had special performances to celebrate the occasion. 

An historical pageant and garden party was held at Wentworth House, Vaucluse, in which all the descendants of all of Sydney’s oldest families were invited to join. 

Balls and dinners were also organised for before, during and after the 19th March. Sporting events arranged for the day included a sailing regatta, race meeting, surf carnival, athletic meeting, tennis exhibition and cricket match. There was also an international swimming event held at Manly with many current and former world champions taking part (see below for more sporting events): 

• An interstate cricket match between NSW and SA was held at the Sydney Cricket Ground, with leading international players invited to participated (Result as yet unknown). 

• Australian Jockey Club celebratory race meeting held at Randwick racecourse 

• A sailing regatta for all classes of sailing and show craft. 


• Arial bombing display over Fort Denison 

• An Olympiad athletics meeting was held at Manly Oval 

• Surf lifesaving championship carnival was held at Bondi Beach 

• An exhibition of lawn tennis was held at the NSW Lawn Tennis Association’s ground at Rushcutters Bay 

Celebration activities continued virtually unabated for two weeks (an amazing 18 days from 19 March 1932 – 1 April 1932). 

Special souvenir tickets were issued to people crossing the Bridge by train and two post offices were set up (in the south-east pylon and the base of the northern pylons) to issue the new commemorative stamps and telegrams on specially printed forms. 

The opening ceremony and the entire range of associated activities were greeted and enjoyed by the people of Sydney with great enthusiasm and patriotism. 

Trains and trams commenced running in the afternoon, and for the first time Wynyard Station came into operation. Trams were terminated at Wynyard whilst trains ran straight through to Central and beyond. The city section of the city circle train layout designed by Bradfield was opened for use on the 28th February 1932.


Paul Hogan 

Paul Hogan was born on the 8th of October 1939 in Lightning Ridge NSW and grew up in Sydney. He was educated in Parramatta and left school at 15 years of age. He took on 25 different jobs before starting on the Sydney Harbour Bridge. Included in these 25 jobs was an apprenticeship in the moulding trade and a swimming pool attendant. Later he worked as a bricklayer’s labourer and flour mill attendant. 

At the age of 23, Paul got a job as a rigger on the Sydney Harbour Bridge. He had no fear of heights. In his youth he competed in the State Diving Championships, took up boxing and had his nose broken more than once. 

Paul’s typically Australian working-class philosophy and humour as depicted on ‘The Paul Hogan Show’ endeared him to popular audiences. Critics, however, were generally impervious to his charm. Hogan also starred in television commercials. A cigarette advertisement which exhorted, “Anyhow, ave a Winfield,” was one of the most successful marketing campaigns in Australian history. In 1984, Hogan made a series of tourist advertisements promoting Australia in the United States of America. His familiar line, “Throw another shrimp on the barbie,” brought in such a flood of American visitors that he was made Australian of the Year (1985). His response to this award was typical - “Yeah, well I’m not insulted by it”. 

In 1986 he consolidated his profile with his starring role in ‘Crocodile Dundee’ – at that stage, the most commercially successful Australian film ever made. The idea for the film came to Hogan while shooting tourist commercials in New York 

Hogan has said that he is the character, ‘Mick Dundee’. “I’ve invented a character who looks like me, talks like me and has the same sense of humour as me. I subscribe to the John Wayne theory of acting – always be yourself!” Hogan was awarded The Golden Globe Award in 1987 for the ‘Best Performance By An Actor In A Comedy/Musical Motion Picture’. Following the runaway success of Crocodile Dundee, Hogan made a sequel, Crocodile Dundee II. In 1990, Paul Hogan divorced his wife, Noeline in 1986 and married his Crocodile Dundee co-star, Linda Kozlowski in 1990. 


Sydney's NYE Fireworks 

Sydney’s New Year’s Eve midnight fireworks display is regarded as one of the largest and most technologically advanced annual pyrotechnic display on the planet. Each year delivers a new and much awaited theme and artistic concept. 

The fireworks display attracts over 1 million people in, on and around the Harbour. In Australia, over 2 million watch the live television broadcast and almost 1 billion people tune in internationally. 

The fireworks display is designed and performed by Sydney’s Foti International Fireworks. 2010 will mark the eleventh consecutive year Foti International Fireworks have produced the entire show. 

The fireworks are specially developed at Foti’s Australian and Chinese manufacturing plants and 80% of the fireworks on the Bridge are manufactured by the Foti family. 

It takes approximately 6,000 hours of design and preparation to produce the NYE Fireworks. 
Interesting facts of the 2008 Fireworks 

• More than 5,000 kilograms of explosive devices will be fired into the sky (up from 3,000kg in 2007) 

• Around 11,000 shells, 10,000 shooting comets and 100,000 individual pyrotechnic effects are used in the display 

• 112,000kg of equipment is needed to put on the show 

• The display requires a pyrotechnic crew of 40 

• The 9pm Family Fireworks will run for 8 minutes and is synchronised to popular songs and scores from movie soundtracks 

• The 9pm Family Fireworks display will use four fireworks barges. 

• At Midnight the Creation Storm arrives with 12 minutes of fireworks which will burst into the sky synchronised to music as the Bridge Effect comes alive 

• Seven city building rooftops and seven barges are used for the Midnight Fireworks display and of course, the Sydney Harbour Bridge 

• The fireworks on the Sydney Harbour Bridge and barges are fully digitally launched, requiring 12 computers that will shoot a total of 9,200 cues 

• There were fourteen 20-foot shipping containers full of fireworks pyrotechnics and 60,000 metres of wires and cables needed to put on the show. 

• There were 57 firing points on the Sydney Harbour Bridge itself. Approximately 10,000 shells, 7000 shooting comets and a total of 80,000 individual pyrotechnic effects were incorporated into the display. 

• The fireworks on the Sydney Harbour Bridge and barges were fully digitally launched. Twelve computers shooting 7500 cues were required. It was the largest Australian fireworks display to use such cutting edge technology. 

• More than 40,000m of wires and cables were required to interface with the computers to launch the display. 

• Twelve 20 foot shipping containers full of pyrotechnic resources were used. A total of 84,000kg of equipment was employed. 





Development and Modernisation 

From the outset, Sydney was almost totally reliant on shipping, as ships linked the people of Sydney to the outside world. Ships transported supplies to the Colony and were integral for the trading of goods for commercial export. Exported products included seal skins and oil from the Humpback, Right and Sperm Whales. In 1806 alone, 33 ships sailed into Sydney and 31 sailed out.

The Rocks was cluttered with boarding and lodging houses. Boarding houses were clean and respectable businesses providing short term accommodation from one night to a fortnight. In contrast, lodging houses provided squalid housing for local populations. Most of these were located around George, Harrington, Cumberland and Gloucester Streets. 
Between 1871 and 1891 the population in The Rocks grew by about 20%. At the same time many buildings were being converted into warehouses and factories. As a result, accommodation became scarce, and by 1891 there were approximately seven people to each house in The Rocks. 

In Long’s Lane, off Cumberland Street, seven houses shared one tap and one toilet. Thirty five people were forced to share these facilities. These conditions were largely ignored by the Government, the City Council and landlords. 

With the construction of the approach spans, beginning in 1924, an estimated 800 people were forced to leave their homes. Below the Southern approach span can be seen the original foundations of The Harbour View Hotel, built in 1843 and demolished to make way for the approach span. 

The current Harbour View Hotel was built in 1924 on land which had been set aside for religious purposes in 1915. It was a joint venture between the government land owners and the brewers Tooth & Co, who financed the building. 

In total, with both the northern and southern approach spans, 768 properties were demolished; 488 on the north side and 280 on the southern side.
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Before 1932, crossing Sydney Harbour involved either taking a ferry, or going 20km out of the way over a series of small bridges. In the early part of the 20th century, the use of motor cars increased and there were more commercial and residential developments on the North Shore. It was decided a bridge was needed to connect North Sydney to the City. A bridge across Sydney Harbour had been proposed by many people since 1815, but it was not until 1922 that the New South Wales Government began to seriously consider the project. There were 20 different designs submitted, but the winning one was from Dorman, Long and Company. John Job Crew Bradfield was the head engineer involved in building the bridge - the road surface on the bridge is named the Bradfield Highway after him. Refer Image1
In 1925 work on both ends of the bridge began at the same time - at Dawes point in the south and McMahon's Point in the north. The construction work moved inwards and met in the middle five years later.
Building the steel arch of the bridge was an immense task - apart from designing a way to keep the arch up in the air while it was being built, the engineers also had to come up with a way of letting the steel arch expand and contract. Steel expands (gets bigger) when it is warm (like on a hot day) and contracts (gets smaller) when it is cold. The arch of the Harbour Bridge rises and falls 18cm, depending on whether it is hot or cold. The engineers got around this problem by installing two massive hinges on both ends of the bridge that allow it to move, without the arch collapsing in on itself. The arch was held up in the air during construction by hundreds of thick steel cables that were attached to the ends of the incomplete arch and threaded down through U-shaped tunnels built into the sandstone foundations. Refer Image2
By the end of 1929 the arch was well underway. Huge 'creeper' cranes were used to lift the large steel sections of the arch into place and they were then held in place by rivets. Over six million rivets were used in the construction of the Harbour Bridge. In August 1930 the two halves of the arch finally met. The next stage was to build the road deck. The creeper cranes were used again to hoist the 'hangers' (the vertical pieces of steel that connect the arch and the road deck) and the platforms that formed the road deck.
By the end of 1931 the bridge was complete and had undergone a series of tests to make sure it was safe. The official opening took place on 19 March 1932. The New South Wales Premier, Jack Lang, had decided that he would open the Harbour Bridge, instead of inviting a member of the Royal family to open it. Before he could cut the rope, however, a uniformed man rode up on a horse and slashed the ceremonial ribbon with a sword. His name was F.E. De Groote and he was a member of the right-wing paramilitary organisation the 'New Guard'. De Groote was protesting 'in the name of the decent and loyal citizens of New South Wales' against Jack Lang performing the opening ceremony and not the King. As De Groote was arrested, the ribbon was re-tied and Jack Lang officially opened the Harbour Bridge.
The bridge was begun during a time of economic boom and became a symbol of that prosperity. But then the Great Depression hit. In Australia, as was happening all over the world, jobs were scarce. A third of Australians were unemployed so the bridge provided much-needed work for men in Sydney. During the eight years of construction up to 1400 men could be working on the bridge project at any time. The working conditions could be very difficult - there were no safety lines, or any scaffolding to stop men from falling and hurting themselves. Sixteen men were killed working on the bridge, most of them were killed by falls.
The final cost of the bridge was �10 057 170, 7 shillings and 9 pence - that is around $500 million in today's money. The final repayment of the original loan taken out by the New South Wales government to finance the bridge was made in 1988.
By looking at old photographs of the bridge you can see how it has changed over time. There used to be only four traffic lanes on the main part of the bridge, now there are six. The old tramlines were taken up in the late 1950s and replaced with the extra traffic lanes on the east side of the bridge, what is now the bus lane and the Cahill Expressway. Refer Image3
	There are also other indications of how the bridge has changed over time. In 1932 the tolls were:

	Motor cars and motorcycles with side cars
	6 pence

	Sulkies, buggies and hand carts
	3 pence

	Vans, lorries, wagons over 2 tons
	1 shilling

	Horse and rider
	3 pence

	Horse and cattle as loose stock
	2 pence a head

	Sheep or pigs
	1 penny a head


 
Can you imagine trying to take a herd of cattle or sheep over the bridge these days? Information like this can show us how traffic over the bridge has changed. In the 21st century, two cars cross the bridge every second. In the 1930s, you were more likely to get caught in an animal jam, than a traffic jam.
The bridge is now an icon (a representative) of Australia and Sydney. Like the Opera House, it is one of the most famous identifiers of the city. The bridge has become a part of the city skyline that will never be eclipsed. It has also become a part of major celebrations in the city. During the 2000 Sydney Olympics, the bridge wore the symbol of the Olympic rings. Each New Year's Eve, it is the centrepiece of a massive fireworks display.
The Sydney Harbour Bridge is testimony to the idea that buildings are more than just the sum of their parts. The bridge may be just a steel construction, but to Australians and especially those who live in Sydney, it represents so much more. Built at a time when the world economy was collapsing, for many people the bridge represented triumph over adversity.
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Ferries
Many Sydneysiders know the saying 'Seven miles from Sydney and a thousand miles from care'. This was the slogan coined by the Port Jackson and Manly Steamship Company in the 1920s to promote its ferries on the Manly run. Today, the Manly ferry is probably Sydney's busiest and most famous ferry service.

While formal ferry services around Sydney Harbour go back to 1861, with the formation of the North Shore Ferry Company which operated the first commuter-style ferry across the harbour, the true history of ferries goes back to the earliest days of the colony's history. In 1789, a convict-built ship, known as the Rose Hill Packet, provided a ferry service along the Parramatta River. Apart from the passengers, who were mainly personnel in the colony's administration, local residents, or merchants and their agents, it brought much-needed produce from the farms of the Parramatta area back to the settlement at Sydney Cove. In the first decade of the nineteenth century, the entrepreneurial Billy Blue, a convict who had arrived in Sydney in December 1801 aboard the Minorca, was ferrying passengers in a rowboat between the north side of the harbour and the south side. He was made a water bailiff, watching boat traffic on Port Jackson from a special tower where he also lived. The suburb Blues Point commemorates his presence.

In the following decades, small packets and 'run-arounds' moved people and goods around the harbour and along the rivers. As the settlement spread further west, the rivers were the major transport arteries, because of the poor quality of the roads and the lack of bridges. During the 1880s, for example, Parramatta River ferries ran a service to Mortlake. A subdivision plan for Mortlake, prepared in 1884, shows a steamer wharf at the end of Burwood Road (now Tennyson Road). [1] This is the present site of the River Quays facility. Parramatta River ferries stopped running in 1928.

The north shore ferries
Few people lived north of the harbour, so it was an adventurous entrepreneur who set up the North Shore Ferry Company in 1861, when there were far fewer than 1,000 people living in the area. Manly was, from the 1850s, being opened up for subdivision and urban settlement, as well as being promoted as a 'resort' for Sydney's burgeoning middle classes. The ferry service helped develop Manly, with its population growing from about 500 in 1871, to 1300 in 1881, to 3000 in 1889, 5000 in 1896, and 8000 in 1906.

Competition and economies of scale saw further changes to the scene. In 1878, the old company was restructured and renamed the North Shore Steam Ferry Company, and by 1899, following a series of mergers, most of the ferry services were absorbed into a new major company, Sydney Ferries Limited. Then, in 1907, the Port Jackson and Manly Steamship Company was formed. Patronage of the city's ferry services continued to grow, and by the start of the 1930s, Sydney Ferries Limited had become the world's biggest ferry operator, with ferry patronage at some 40 million passenger journeys a year.

Before the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge, the busiest route was from Circular Quay to Milsons Point, where passengers would change onto trams or trains, to reach destinations as far away as Hornsby. Trams met ferry services at most wharves, acting as feeders into the suburbs, while from Circular Quay – the hub of the whole system – they took commuters into the city. By the late 1920s, more than 50 ferries serviced the inner-harbour runs, while eight larger ferries were on the longer Manly run. There were also services to Clifton Gardens, Balmoral, and The Spit.

But when the Sydney Harbour Bridge was opened on 19 March 1932, ferry patronage fell dramatically. The Bridge allowed for far faster travel between the city and its northern regions, particularly with the rail extension, and almost instantaneously the busiest ferry services were destroyed. Patronage dropped to 14 million passenger journeys per year, and within 12 months the fleet was reduced by half, because commuters from the north side of the Harbour could now get to the city directly, by train or tram, without having to change transport modes. The vehicular ferries, which had also played an important if secondary role, largely vanished from the harbour, although the Mortlake Ferry, also known as the Putney punt, a vehicular cable ferry that crosses between Hilly Street, Mortlake, and Pellisier Road, Putney, is still running: it began operations in May 1928.

Changing technology and economics
As with other transport modes, new technologies have played their part. In the late nineteenth century the North Shore Steam Ferry Company ordered the first double-ended propeller-driven ferry: a world first, setting the pattern for the design and construction of the classic Sydney ferry, right up to the present. Generation after generation of ferries have included paddle steamers, double-enders with a wheelhouse at each end, coal-fired and oil-fired steamers, diesel-powered ferries, hydrofoils and double-hulled catamarans.

But new technologies can have their downside, as rising fuel prices and fluctuating passenger demand have made the economics of the industry more problematic. Thus, over the years, the state government has been forced to acquire ownership of Sydney's main ferry services, rather than see the services disappear, as various ferry companies experienced ‘financial difficulties’: in 1951, the government took over the inner harbour ferries, while in 1974 the Manly services came under state ownership.

Ferries also had other tasks apart from their public transport role. Apart from the ever-popular annual Australia Day Ferry Race on the harbour – a drawcard for tens of thousands of people – they have been used to take people to and from large vessels anchored in the harbour, such as visiting naval vessels. And private ferries continue to play an important, if secondary, role on the harbour.

Ferry services have also been instruments of economic and social change. Apart from helping to foster and stimulate ship-building, maritime repair and maintenance facilities in Sydney, ferry services led to the rapid opening up of new suburbs, especially on the north side. Sydney's tourist 'ferries' remain a major money-spinner, with lunch, dinner and party cruises on the harbour.

In the twenty-first century, with Sydney's road traffic worsening, and the train system overloaded and overcrowded, there is growing pressure to reopen ferry routes closed in the past, and to make more use of the harbour and the rivers as low-cost, low-maintenance platforms for the city's most romantic people-movers. This has led to the reopening of the Watsons Bay and Parramatta services, although falling river levels have impacted on the services. As for Manly, its speedy JetCat services were discontinued in 2008, to be replaced by a privately run service, and there is talk of all the government’s ferry services going down the same route. Ownership of this most pleasant way for Sydneysiders to travel to and from work would appear to have come full circle.
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The Sydney Harbour Bridge


 


 


The Sydney Harbour Bridge is an iconic i


mage of Australia. It is approximately 1.2 kilometres 


long, 134m high and 49m wide, the widest bridge in the world until 2012. Today the Sydney 


Harbour Bridge is used for transportation and carries train lines, cars, buses, bicycles and 


pedestrians from th


e Central Business District (CBD) of Sydney to the North Shore.


 


 


 


 


Plans for the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge began as early as the initial colonisation 


of Australia.


 


As the settlement at Sydney Cove grew and expanded, it was apparent that the 


colony could not readily expand to the north, due to the separation by sea. Convict and architect, 


Francis Greenway first developed the idea and plans for Sydney Harbour Bridge i


n 1815; 


however they were never put into action. During this time, to get to the North Shore, people 


would have to catch a ferry or travel around the head of Sydney Harbour by road. It took over a 


century for the construction of Sydney Harbour Bridge to co


mmence. Plans proposed by Doctor 


John Bradfield would see a steel through arch bridge span from Dawes Point (near the Sydney 


CBD) on the south side of the harbour to Milsons Point on the north side of the Harbour. The 


plans for Sydney Harbour Bridge were a


ccepted during 1913; however construction was put on 


hold due to the outbreak of World War I.


 


 


 


The Construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge commenced during April 1923. This had a huge 


impact on Australia during the 1930’s. As Australia was suffering the consequences of the Gre


at 


Depression, the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge created and provided a huge volume 


of jobs for the unemployed. This gave many workers a job and enough income to support their 


families during these tough times. It is because of this, the Sydney


 


Harbour Bridge was given the 


nickname, ‘The Iron Lung’.


 


 


 


 


The Sydney Harbour Bridge was officially opened on the 19th of March 1932 during the midst of 


the Great Depression. Many opening celebrations were organised by the ‘Citizens of Sydney 


Organising Committee’, which was predominately made up of men and politi


cians. The 


celebrations included a range of decorated floats, a procession of passenger ships floating below 


the bridge and a Venetian Carnival. These festivities had a great impact on Australia at the time. 


The celebrations were able to bring the people t


ogether to celebrate. They were designed to 


make people ‘let go’ and have a little fun. The celebrations were also to help detract from 


people’s dull, everyday lives and to also let them forget about the hardship they were facing 


during the time of the Gre


at Depression.


 


 


 


After the Sydney Harbour Bridge was open


ed, it had a huge impact on Australia during the 


1930’s. The Sydney CBD and North Shore were finally unified and an easy way of travelling 


between both was created. This opened up a whole new way of travelling around Sydney. Roads, 


pedestrian walkways and 


train lines were all built on the bridge to help with travel. The 


completion f the Sydney Harbour Bridge also open new opportunities for housing on the north 


shore. The Sydney Harbour Bridge also impacted on Australia during the 1930’s as it became a 
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