Talking Points - How the bridge changed Sydney during and after construction


· Since opening in 1932, SHB is focal point for events and celebrations in and around SYD harbour
· Prior to and during construction, ferries were used to cross harbour
· 75 ferries per hour
· Approx. 47 million passengers per year
· 8 min trip across harbour. Waiting time up to 1 hour

· 768 houses and businesses demolished for approach spans
· Nth – 488 (Milson’s Pt / Lavendar Bay)
· Sth – 280 (The Rocks)
· No compo. from government

· Building bridge
· Great Depression (32.5% population unemployed) – “Iron Lung”
· Approx.. 1400 workers at any time
· Workshops at Milson’s Point (Luna Park)
· Promoted development and expansion of Nth Shore
· Symbol of industrial maturity / great achievement

· Bridge opening day
· 19 March 1932
· Estimated 750K – 1 million people attended / walk across bridge
· Major celebrations (approx. 2 weeks) / sporting events / fireworks
· Police reports in VIC suggested crime rate plummeted to zero
· Pickpockets / burglars came to SYD

· Then till Now
· Bridge still centrepiece of many celebrations
· 1982 – 50th anniversary walk. Spectators walked over the top of the arch
· 1988 – Aust. Day Bicentennial
· NYE fireworks (1996 – present)
· 2000 
· Walk for Reconciliation
· Olympics Marathon
· 2005 – Mark Webber – F1 car
· 2009 – Breakfast on the Bridge (turf laid)
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